
At our annual meeting in Florida,
members of the Health Policy Ex-

ecutive Committee, Subcommittees
(i.e. Clinical Practice, Education, and
Research), and Interest Group met
to reflect on what we have accom-
plished in the last year and to identify
opportunities to influence health pol-
icy in support of our three major
committee objectives:

• Fair and equitable Medicare
reimbursement policies,

• Adequate funding for health
professions training, and

• Support for health services
research.

Accomplishments
In the last year, the Health Policy Com-
mittee has achieved the following:

1. The Cognitive Care Alliance (CCA)
was created through SGIM’s
leadership. The CCA has brought
together eight specialty societies,
including the American
Gastroenterology Association, the
American Academy of Neurology,
and the Endocrine Society, to
advocate for improved reimburse-
ment for evaluation and manage-
ment (E&M) services. SGIM
member John Goodson is the
inaugural chair of the alliance.
One result of the alliance’s efforts
is that the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services (CMS)
have proposed creating add-on
codes to better capture the work
done during complex patient
encounters. Another is that
the Senate Labor-Health and
Human Services Appropriations
Committee has recommended a
proposal from the CCA that

National Institutes of Health,
and/or the Health Resources and
Services Administration) staff
during the 2017 Annual Meeting
and Hill Day to broaden the
scope of influence SGIM has at
the executive/agency level;

5. Increasing involvement by SGIM
members in advocacy and
advocacy alerts;

6. Growing the diversity of the
Health Policy Executive
Committee;

7. Providing more educational
information for members on the
SGIM website;

8. Creating workgroups that move
into new policy positions (i.e.
physician-focused payment,
graduate medical education
financing after the Medicare
Access and CHIP Reauthorization
Act of 2015 (MACRA) imple-
mentation, social determinants
of health/social justice); and

9. Integrating the regions more into
Health Policy Committee (HPC)
activities.

Opportunities for Involvement
Our subcommittees and subcommit-
tee chairs are as follows:

• Research: Nancy Keating
(keating@hcp.med.harvard.edu)

• Education: Bobby Baron
(Bobby.Baron@ucsf.edu)

• Clinical Practice: Keith Vom Eigen
(vomeigen@uchc.edu)

We welcome your participation
in the HPC. Expertise in health pol-
icy is not required to get involved;
however, interests in learning and
making a positive difference are

research be funded to collect
data on what occurs during and
after outpatient E&M services
and that this research be used
by CMS to revise the E&M code
families.

2. SGIM was an active participant in
a successful advocacy effort to
reduce proposed cuts to the
Agency for Healthcare Research
and Quality (AHRQ) budget.

3. Hill Day 2016, which attracted 63
SGIM members and students
from 18 states, included 68
meetings on Capitol Hill to
advocate for our research,
education, and clinical care
priorities. Cara Litvin and Ted
Long did an outstanding job of
organizing this event, in
partnership with our colleagues at
CRD Associates.

4. A Leadership in Health Policy
(LEAHP) proposal was submitted
to Council to provide career
development resources and
opportunities to SGIM members
and help broaden engagement in
the Society’s health policy efforts.

5. An update in health policy was
presented at the annual meeting.

6. Advocacy for improved treatment
of opioid addiction was organized.

Goals
We identified the following goals and
areas of focus for the coming year:

1. Successful launch of the first
LEAHP program;

2. Continued support and leadership
for the CCA to improve
reimbursement for E&M services;

3. Increasing funding for AHRQ;
4. Organizing meetings with White

House and agency (i.e. CMS, the
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highly desirable. If you would like
to join an HPC subcommittee,
please contact Francine Jetton
(jettonf@sgim.org), and ask to be
added to the subcommittees’ list-

committee meetings at our annual
meeting next April in Washington,
DC. I look forward to seeing you
there!

SGIM

serv. You may also contact a
subcommittee chair or me if you
have questions. We also welcome
your participation at our interest
group meeting or any of the sub-

2

HEALTH POLICY CORNER
continued from page 1

SGIM FORUM 2016; 39(8)

SHARE

http://twitter.com/?status=@SocietyGIM"Health Policy Committee Annual Meeting Update"

